
Manuale Pratica della Medicatura Antisettica. Del Dr. Adelchi
Zambler, con Prefazione del Prof. E. Trecomi ; con 6 inci-
sioni. Ulrico Hoepli, Milano. 1896. (Practical Manual ofAntisepsis.)

L'Impiega Ipodermica e la Dosatura dei Remedi. Manuale Terapeu-
tica del Dottore Gaetone Malacrida. Milano. 1895. (The
Hypodermic Employment and the Dosage of Drugs.)
These two little books belong to the series of pocket-sized

Italian hand-books published by Hoepli, a series which for
extent and range of subjects has apparently hardly anything
comparing with it in our own language. It includes at least
some five hundred different publications, their subjects rang-
ing over the fields of science, art, history, religion, etc., in
cheap and convenient form. The medical publications include
some fifteen or sixteen titles, which, judging from these present
volumes, are meritorious handy compendiums of the fullest and
latest knowledge of their subjects. The antiseptic manual
gives the general principles of medical and surgical antisepsis,
with a pretty full historic statement ; and the other little
volume, beside a general dose list of drugs, is a manual of
hypodermic medication and includes a long list of formulas for
hypodermic injections. Both appear to be scientific and accu¬
rate, and while many of the special methods of antiseptic
detail which are being constantly added to, are necessarily
omitted, they both seem fairly up to date.
Semeiotica. Breve compendio dei metodi fisici di esame degli
infermi, del Professore U. Gabbi, di pag. xvi-216, con 11 fig-
ure intercalate nel testo. Manuale Hoepli, elegantemente
legato L. 2.50. (Semeiotics, a brief compendium of the
methods of examination of the sick.)
This is another of the Hoepli handy volume series, and is

devoted to the method of examination in disease, more espe-
cially to the physical and rational signs, the examination of
urine, blood and other liquids of the body, both chemic and
microscopic, etc. It does not go into the description of bac-
teriologic methods of examination ; these are apparently left
for a future publication. For a book, its compass covering so
wide a range of subjects, it seems to be fairly complete, but
like numerous similar publications in this country, it is not
exhaustive. For a suggester and quick reference book it seems
well fitted. As will be seen by the title it is not pretentious in
its claims.

MISCELLANY.
Montana State Board of Medical Examiners.—Dr. C. O. Evans, of

Deerlodge, Mont., has been appointed a member of the State
Board of Medical Examiners, to succeed Dr. Bullard.

The "Archiv fuer Schiffs und Tropen Hygiene," the new magazine
devoted to consideration of the questions affecting maritime
and tropical interests and hygiene, mentions the probability
that Yersin will be commissioned by the Chinese Government
to found a Pasteur institute at Canton.

The Subject of Dr. Unna's Prize Competition for 1897, "is investiga¬
tion of the ability of the known stains of elastin to stain elacin
also, and if so, to what extent." The prize is 300 marks. Con¬
tributions are to be sent to Leopold Voss of Hamburg, Hohe
Bleichen 34. There are no restrictions to the competition.
Vaccination in the Schools of Paris.—Acting upon the sugges¬

tion of the Académie de Mod., the Paris authorities are to
bestow prizes upon the teachers, male or female, public or pri¬
vate, who compile the most complete statistics in regard to vac¬
cinal operations and do the most to promote vaccination and
revaccination in the schools.

Aberdeen University Honors an American.—Alexander J. C.
Skene, M.D., of Brooklyn, N. Y., received on February 27
information that the degree of LL.D. was conferred upon him

by the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. He is to be con¬

gratulated, for the university is exceedingly chary of its honors,
and he is the first to have received the compliment on this side
of the Atlantic. In 1590 an ancestor, Sir George Skene, was
physician to the king and a professor of medicine in King's
College, Aberdeen.
Insanity of English People.—Prof. J. Holt Schooling, Fellow of

the Royal Statistical Society, has ended his investigation and
concludes that one in every 360 of the population of Great
Britain has some form of insanity. He gives facts to show
that in every 10,000 of the English and Welsh population, 31.4
people are lunatics. In every 10,000 of the Scotch population,
33.6 people are lunatics. In every 10,000 of the Irish popula¬
tion 40.3 people are lunatics. As among the chief causes,with
the percentage of each in classes of a hundred he gives the
following: Drink, 33.6; domestic troubles, 15.1; mental anxi¬
ety, 13.4; old age, 13.2; adverse circumstances, 13; accidents,
6.5 ; religious excitement, 4 ; love affairs, 3.2.

Anecdote Regarding Lord Lister.—While going round his ward»
in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary one day, Sir Joseph, then plain
Mr. Lister, came to the bedside of a patient whose arm had
been severely crushed without the skin having received any
injury. Turning to the assembled students, he said: "Gen¬
tlemen, I have frequently noticed that when severe injuries are-
received without the skin being broken, the cases nearly
always recover. On the other hand, trouble is always apt to·
follow, even in trivial injuries, when a wound in the skin is
present. How is this? I can not help thinking that the man
who is able to explain this problem will be one who will gain
for himself undying fame." Lord Lister himself has proved
the truth of his prophecy.—London Daily News.

Amputated Foot Should not Have Been Exhibited.—On the trial of
the personal injury case of Rost v. Brooklyn Heights R. Co.,
the physician who had amputated the left foot of the plaintiff,
a little girl who had been run over by a trolley car, was asked
to produce the foot, which he had preserved in a glass jar.
The amputation was admitted, and no claim was made that it
was not properly done. But, two reasons were advanced for
exhibiting the foot: "To show the size of the child at the
time ;" and because the discoloration upon the foot had a ten¬
dency to establish that the electric current had not been shut
off at the time the child was run over, and therefore bore
directly upon the negligence of the railroad company in the
operation of the car. It may be assumed, says the appellate
division of the supreme court of New York, Dec. 1, 1896, that
technically the rule of evidence authorized the exhibition of
the foot. But such rule, it holds, is without force when the
legitimate purpose for which the exhibit may be made is slight,
and the strong tendency is to work improper and illegitimate
results. In this instance it was perfectly clear that the direct
tendency of the exhibition of this mangled foot, coupled with,
other considerations, was to arouse the prejudice and inflame
the passions of the jury into an angry resentment against the
author of the misfortune. This condition, the court holds far
overbalanced any legitimate purpose for which the exhibit
might have been made, and rendered the exhibition of this
foot, under the circumstances of the case, improper.

A Strange Case of Postmortem Mutilation was recently reported
at a meeting of the k. k. Medical Association of Vienna. The
victim was a woman of 37, a newspaper carrier, who was found
in her locked room extended on the floor with the lower part
of her body exposed, evidently by her own hand. She had
probably been dead a couple of days. The external genitals-
were much mutilated with an extensive and irregular wound,
which the absence of all inflammatory reaction showed to be
postmortem. The cause of death was found to be the closing;
of the coronary ostium with fresh fibrin masses due to endaorti-
tis. The mutilations had been made by a little dog in the room,
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